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Core Question
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Why do people maintain or pass on rules and rituals 

that once made them uncomfortable?
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7-in-7

The more I abstracted 
rituals, the harder they 
became to recognize.
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rit What is being passed on through rituals?

rit How do people participate in 

maintaining and changing rules?
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8 Provocations
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Po, children create the rituals that adults must follow.


Po, people have to pay tax every time they perform a ritual.


Po, rituals must never be seen.


Po, the world is controlled by rituals, and humans are raised by them.


Po, rituals are jealous of one another.


Po, rituals have their own hierarchy — some are noble, some are lowly, and some rank above others.


Po, ritual is chewing gum.


Po, I am the Emperor of Rituals, and I rule over all the rituals in the world.
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Po, 

people have to pay tax every 
time they perform a ritual.

This explored how rituals 
might be passed down not 
only as traditions, but also as 
burdens and responsibilities.
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Po, 

ritual is chewing gum.

This let me think about how some 
rituals may persist because traces of 
them remain embedded in places.
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Po, 

I am the Emperor of Rituals, 
and I rule over all the rituals 
in the world.

This made me wonder whether simply requiring 
people to repeat certain behaviors is enough to 
turn them into rituals, or whether something 
else is needed.
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3 Provocations

What if children make the rules that adults must follow?


What if children’s game rules had real authority over adults?


What if a ritual were no longer for the person it is usually centered around?
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What if children make the 
rules that adults must 
follow?

Don’t Step on the Line
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What if children’s game 
rules had real authority 
over adults?

Child-Made Statements
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What if a ritual were no 
longer for the person it is 
usually centered around?

Changing the Main Character
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Rule-Relay: Creating and Modifying Rules

I wanted to explore how people create, 
negotiate, and pass on rules when they have 
the opportunity to change them.
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RuleRela Ceatng and odng Rules

What Happened When People Could Change Rules

Participants not only create 
rules but also try to make 
them more reasonable.
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RuleRela Ceatng and odng Rules

What Happened When People Could Change Rules

Participants bring personal 
experiences and values into 
the rules they create.

DES-796 MFA Thesis I

Jiayi Li

2026.10.21



PRATT INSTITUTE

Graduate Communications Design

RuleRela Ceatng and odng Rules

What Happened When People Could Change Rules?

People use what feels natural 
to judge rules.
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RuleRela Ceatng and odng Rules

What Happened When People Could Change Rules

Participants bring personal 
experiences and values into 
the rules they create.
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RuleRelay reating and odifying Rules

What These Experiments Reveal

DES-796 MFA Thesis I

Following a rule does not necessarily mean agreeing with it.


People may maintain rules by interpreting, justifying, or modifying them.


People's responses to rules depend on their experiences, values, and social context.
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onneting the inings

Mapping Different Relationships to Rules
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hy do people aintain or pass on rules and rituals 

that one ade the unofortale?

How do people explain and justify rules 

they do not fully agree with?
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Creating situations where rules lack clear justifications.
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uestions for Critiue

DES-796 MFA Thesis I

Can a two-dimensional design intervention 

be as impactful as a spatial intervention 


in shaping participants' experiences?
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